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riant  Industry,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Today  the  vegetable  gardeners  have  the  floor.     Today  all  the  questions  are 
about  growing  vegetables  in  home  gardens.    And  all  the  answers  come  from  plant  scien- 
tists of  the  Department  of  Agriculture, 

First  up  for  reply  is  a  question  about  cultivating  a  small  vegetable  garden: 
"How  much  cultivating  does  a  little  vegetable  garden  for  a  small  family  need?" 

The  plant  scientists  say  any  vegetable  garden,  large  or  small,  needs  shallow 
cultivation  about  once  a  week  during  the  active  growing  season.     In  a  small  garden 
you  can  stir    up  the  surface  soil  with  a  hoe  or  a  steel  rake.    This  keeps  weeds  down 
aid  makes  the  ground  loose.    A  good  time  to  stir  up  the  ground  is  just  when  the  soil 

become  dry  enough  to  work  after  a  rain  or  watering.    Ercak  the  crust  formed  by 
the  water  so  the  ground  won!t  pack  down  hard.    Vegetables  do  best  in  loose  soil.  The 
roots  need  air  as  well  as  moist-ore.     Stirring  up  the  soil  frequently  lets  in  air  and 
the  loose  soil  on  top  helps  conserve  moisture. 

Nor;  here's  a  good  question  from  a  beginning  gardener.     "How  often  does  a  vege- 
table garden  noed  watering?" 

f       In  general,  you'll  be  wise  to  soak  the  soil  rather  deeply  about  once  a  week  in- 
st:ad  of  giving  it  a  light  sprinkling  every  day.    Frequent  light  sprinkling  often  in- 
J  0S  a  garden.    The  best  time  to  water  is  during  the  evening. 

Now  for  the  third  question:     "Will  you  tell  ne  which  vegetables  I  can  plant 
^veral  times  during  the  summer  so  my  family  will  have  a  continuous  supply?" 

You  can  make  several  plantings  of  snap  beans,  lettuce,  spinach,  radishes,  beets 
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beets  and  carrots.    In  some  parts  of  the  country  you  can  nake  as  many  as  5  different 
plantings  of  snap  "beans  in  one  season.    Plan  to  put  in  new  seed  about  every  2  or  3 

I 

weeks  for  a  continuous  supply  of  these  good  vegetables.    But  don't  make  the  mistake 
many  gardeners  do  of  putting  in  too  much  lettuce  and  radish  at  a  time.    These  are 
vegetables  you  won't  can.     So  if  you  have  more  than  you  can  use  fresh  at  the  table, 

they'll  just  go  to  waste. 

Another  way  to  make  the  most  of  your  garden  space  is  to  intercrop  or  plant  some 
vegetables  between  the  rows  of  the  main  crops.    For  example,  you  can  put  in  a  second 
planting  of  carrots  or  beots  between  rows  of  early  peas  or  beans. 

Nov;  another  gardener  wants  to  know  which  vegetables  can  go  in  the  ground  in 
warm  Jane  weather. 

Favorites  among  the  heat-loving  plants  are  peppers,  eggplant,  lima  beans  and 
squashes.    In  most  of  the  northern  States  you  can  put  these  plants  in  as  late  as 

the  middle  of  June,  and  still  have  the  crops  mature  before  frost. 

Here's  a  letter  about  setting  out  tomato  plants.    The  letter  says:  "My  neigh- 
tor  has  told  me  about  seme  sort  of  liquid  you  can  add  to  tomatoes  when  you  set  them 
out  to  give  them  extra  pep  and  make  them  yield  earlier.    Can  you  tell  me  what  this 
starter  solution  is?" 

The  solution  you've  heard  about  is  probably  water  with  a  very  small  amount  of 
nitrate  of  soda  dissolved  in  it.    Many  growers  now  use  such  a  solution  of  liquid  man- 
ure to  water  tomato  plants  when  they  set  the  plants  out.    The  solution  seems  to  give 
the  plants  a  better  start  than  water  alone  does.    You  can  use  this  solution  also  in 
transplanting  cabbage,  peppers,  eggplant,  and  melons. 

Of  course,  starter  solutions  don't  take  the  piece  of  regular  field  fertiliza- 
tion.   They  just  give  the  newly  set  plants  a  little  added  boost  at  transplanting  time. 

Coming  up  now  is  a  letter  asking  for  advice  on  growing  beans  in  a  backyard  gar- 
den. 

Well,  string  beans  or  snap  beans  are  the  most  popular  for  planting  in  a  small 
garden.    They're  easy  to  grow  and  valuable  in  the  diet.    To  save  space,  plant  bush 
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varieties  of  beans  in  rows  24  inches  apart  with  the  individual  plants  3  or  4  inches 
apart  in  the  rows  or  4  needs  to  a  hill,  and  have  the  hills  a  foot  apart.    For  con- 
tinuous supply  of  fresh  snap  "beans  all  summer,  put  in  .-ore  seeds  every  2  or  3  weeks 
until  about  8  weeks  "before  tine  for  the  first  autumn  frost.    A  hundred  feet  of  row 
at  each  planting  will  do  enough  for  the  average  size  family.    A  half  pint  of  snap 
bean  seed  will  plant  100  foot  of  row. 

You  may  want  some  lima  "beans  in  your  "backyard  garden,  too.     Lima  "beans  need 
a  richer  soil  than  snap  "beans.    And  they  need  to  go  in  the  soil  when  the  ground  has 
become  quite  warm — at  least  a  week  later  than  snap  beans.    Lima  "beans  neod  shallow 
planting,  especially  on  clay  or  heavy  soil.    They  will  not  start  well  if  they  go  in 
deep  or  in  wet  soil.    But  on  light  or  sandy  soil  you  can  plant  lima  "beans  from  an 

inch  and  a  half  to  2  inches  deep. 

Sometimes  a  heavy  rain  comes  "before  the  lima  "beans  are  up  and  packs  the  ground 

over  the  beans.    You  can  help  "by  "breaking  the  crust  over  each  row  of  "beans  with  a 

steel  rake,  taking  great  care  not  to  injure  the  sprouting  "beans. 

One  more  point  ah out  beans  in  the  garden.    Never  work  beans  when  the  leaves 
are  wet.     That  is  likely  to  spread  disease. 

Here's  the  last  letter  tip  for  answer  today.    A  gardener  writes:     "What  I  need 
nost  is  a  'doctor  hook'  for  my  vegetable  garden.     I  need  a  abook  to  tell  me  all  about 
the  different  diseases  and  insect  and  pests  vegetables  suffer  from,  and  what  to  do 
about  them." 

The  reply  to  this  letter  is  a  bulletin  called  "Diseases  and  Insects  of  Garden 
Vegetables."    This  bulletin  will  help  any  gardener  diagnose  and  proscribe  remedies 
for  garden  ills.    The  bullotin  is  free.    To  get  your  copy  write  to  the  U.S.  Depart- 
nant  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  2.  C,  and  ask  for  "Diseases  and  Insects  of  Garden 
Vegetables, "  Farmers'  Bulletin  N0.  1571. 
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